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‘April 18, 1974

.Dear Si?; .f;%%i& u;%£‘44’%/b;;i;;%> foii>

Your effice was centacted recently about the water of six
residents on Ce. Rd. 10 in Elkhart ceumnty. We as citizens are
banring tegdether te complain abeut eur well water.’

The health effice im our city ham preclaimed it satisfactery,,
but yeu woeuld met drink it. Yeu would met ask yoeur femily te
drink it er bathe imn it. -

Behind eur homes is & dump eperated by Himes Co. We feel

that this dump has pelluted eur water. It may net be centamlnated
as far as bacteria count, but the ether harm it causes is
sufficient for semeone to de semethlng abeut it. This water

has an erder undeseribable, it ruimns eur clethimg te wash imn

it, it leaves a skum em eur skln, it leaves & skum on oeur feed
and ceoking utensils, the celer is putrid which makea it
abselutely urdrinkable. Driving a new well is useless beeause

all the water is the =ame.

The dump has also created stagnant water emn the back ef eur
property. The dugp is beimg built up higher tham eur preperty.
This water which érigmally was im the dump are= is now on our
property.

We have no cheice but te carry galloms of water teo drimk. This
dees net begin te selve all our preblems but we cemnot ask our
families te drimk this water. VWe need help now! We canneot de it
&lone, please help us get actlen new.

Thank yeu fer your time in reading this_letter;

Cerdially,
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Dear Sir:

Your effice was comtacted recently abeut the water of six
regidents en Ce., Rd. 10 im Elkhart eeunty. We as citizems are
barning together (o eemplain abeut eur well water. _

The health effice in ecur city bas preoclaimed it satisfaectery,
but yeu weuld ret drimk it. Yeu weuld met ask yeur family te
drirk it er hathe in 1it. .

Behind eur homes 18 a dump eperated by Himes Ce. We feel

- that this dump has pelluted oeur water. It may met be centaminated
as far as bacteria count, but the otkher harm it causea 1is
sufficient for someexe to do something abeut it. This water
has an erder umdeseribadble, it ruims eur clething te wash in
it, it lesves & skum en our skinr, it le»veer a gkum en eur feed
ard coeeking utemslils, the celer is putrid which makes it
abselutely undrimkable. Driving & new well is useless beczuse
2ll the water is the same. o

The dump bhas alse created stagnant water em the back ef eur
preperty. The dump is beimg built up higher them our preperty.
This water which erignally was in the dump area is now en ecur
preperty. '

We have mo cheice but te carry gallems ef water te drimk. This
doecs net begin to selve all eur preblems but we canmnet ask eur
fanilys to drink this water. Ve mneed help mrew! Ve cannet do it
alone, please help us get actien new. -

Thenk yeu for yeur time in reading this letter.

Cordielly,

7l o it ettt

g



April 18, 1974

Dear Sir:

Your effice was centaected recently abeut the water of'six
residents oen Ce. Rd. 10 im Elkhart ceunty. We as citizens are
banning together te cemplain abeut our well water.

The health effice in eur city has preclaimed it satisfactery,

" but yeu weuld met drimk it. Yeu weuld net ask your family te

drirk it er bathe im it.

Behind our hemes is a dump operated by Himes Co. We feel

that this dum» has pelluted eur water. Tt may net be eentamlnated _
as far as baeteria coumt, but the ether harm it causes is
sufficient fer someene to de semething abeut it. This water

has an erder und«scribable, it ruins eur clethlng te wash im

it, it leaves a skum em our skin, it leaves a skum en eur feed

and eeeking utemsils, the eeler is putrid which makes it

abselutely undrinkable. Drivirg a new well is useless beeause

all the water is the same. . -

The dump hes alse created stagnant —ater en the back ef eur
preperty. The dump is being built'up higher than eur preperty.
This water whlch erignally was 1n the ﬂump area is new en eour
preperty.

Ve have no cheice but te carry gallems ef water te drimk. This
dees met begin te selve all eur preblems but we canmet ask eur

familys te drimk this water. We meed help new! We cannet de it
~alene, please help us get actiek new.

Thank you fer yeur time in reading this letter.

Cerdiallyéﬁjq 777% 2 o, W
| ﬂnsc/fywcﬂ’

J3ex 379 RRG
gz/«,z//mT Lrnd 4/65/‘/

W%“’



|

April 18, 1974

Dear Sir:

Your offlce wa s contacted recently about the water of alx
residents on Co. Rd. 10 in Elkhart. county. We as 01tlzens are
_bannlng together te eemplaln about our well water._

The health office in eur city has proclalmed it satlsfactery,
but you would net drink it. Yeu would not ask your family te
drink 1t or bathe in 1t. '

Behlnd our homes is a dump operated by Hlmes Co. We feel :

that this dumr *as pelluted our water. Tt may nst b- centamlnated
as far as bacteria count, but the eother harm it causes is
-sufficient fer someone to de semethiae about it. _”his watPr

has an order uxnd~scribable, it ruins our clothing to wash :

" it, it leaves a skum enr our skln, it leaves a s>um on eur fooﬂ

and ceoking ute=nsils, the coler is putrid which makes it
absolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because
~all the water is the same. :

: Therdump has also created stagnant -ater en the back eof our

. property. The dump is peing built up higher than our property.
‘This water which erignally was in the ﬂump area is now on our
preperty. ' ,

We. have no ch01ce but to carry gallens ef water to drlnk. This
dees not begin to selve all our preblems but we cannot ask our
- familys to drink this water. . We meed help now! We cannet deo it
alene, please help us- get actieh new. '

Thank you fer yeur tlme in reading this letter.

. .' :' D Cerd%allyjnf4<¥( ;6§yk7 ££2¢V¢L4/ giz;aﬁZQ/
-7 | /7;456/ é/wc//

T3ax 375 RRG
EIKHART - Ina/ '/6514/

) ngﬁﬂ¢?é? ;;ﬂyyb/
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"Dear Sir:

Your effice was centacted recently abeut the water of six
residents oen Ce. Rd. 10 im Elkhart ceunty. We as citizens are
. barning tegether te complaln about eur well water.

'The health effice in eur elty has preclaimed it satisfactery,
but yeu woeuld met drimk it. Yeu weuld net ask yeur family te
drink it or bathe in it. : '

Behind our homes is a dump eperated by Himes Co. We feel

that this dump has pelluted our water. It may met be centaminated
‘ag far as bacteria count, -but the other harm it causes is
suffiecient fer seomeene te de semething abeut it. This water

has ah erdor umdescribable, it ruims our clething te wash in

it, it leaves a skum en eur skin; it leaves a skum on eur feed

and ceoking utensils, the celer is putrid which makes it
abseolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because
all the water is the same. :

The dump has also created stagnant water oen the back of eur
property. The dump is being built up higher than our preperty.
This water which erigmally was in the dump area is now en eur
property.

‘We have ne cheice but te carry gallems ef water te drimk. This
does not begin te selve all our preoblems but we cannet ask our
familys te drimk this water. We need help new! We cannot de it
alene, please help us get action new.

Thank you fer yoeur time im reading this letter.

Cordially,
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" Dear Sir:

Yéﬁr office was centacted recently about the water of six-
residents on Ce. Rd. 10 in Elkhart ceunty. We as citigzens are
banning together to complaln about our well water. ' _

. The health efflce in our clty ‘has proclalmed it satlsfactory,
‘but you would net drink it. You would net ask your family to .
drink it or bathe in it. ' ' _

Behln@ our homes is a dump eperated by Himes Co. We feel
that this dump has pelluted our water. It may not be’ contaminated
' fWi as far as bacteria count, but the other harm it causes is
- sufficient for someone te de somethlng about it. This water
has an ordor undescribable, it ruins our clothing to wash in
- it, it leaves a skum en our skln, it leaves a skum on.our food
and cooking utensils, the coler is putrid which makes it
-absolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because
all., the water is the same. .

The dump has alse created stagnant water on the back of our
property. The dump is being built up higher than our property.
This water which orignally was in the dump area is now on our
property. . , . _

“We have no choice but te carry gallons of water to drink. This
does not begin te solve all our problems but we cannot ask our

femilvs to drink this water. We need help new! We cannot do it
: alone, please help ‘us get action new. -

Thank you fer your tlme in reading thls letter.

Cordially,

pew Ay LI




DIVISION OF WATER 605
| April 30, 1974

Mrs. Gladys 8. Whitmer
R.R. 6 - Box 380
Elkhart, Indiana 46516

~ Dear Nrs. Whitmer:

Reference is made to your letter of April 18th to Mr. Wenning concerning
the water problem in your area. %Your letter has been referred to me for
reply.. o - ' -

Please be advised that the State Board of Health is the legally respon-
sible agency in matters of this nature, and they both provide assistance
'to the Stream Pollution Control Board {n handling pemita for landfille and

in regulati.ng ulstius landﬂ.ll areas. :

" In this regard I am taking the ubert.y of conveying yqﬁr lettwr to them
for further reply.

Very truly yours,

Williem J. Steen, Head
~ Ground Water Section
Division of Water

cc: Oral Hert

Brian Opel
LAFTATY )



DIVISION OF WATER 603

April 30, 1974

Mr. Ansel Elvell
RR6 Box 378
Elkhart, Indlans 46514

Dear Mr. Elwell:

Reference is made to your letter of April 18th to Mr. Wenning eencerninj
the water problem in your area. Your letter has been referred to me for
reply. '

Please be advised that the Suta Board of Health is the legally respon-
sible agency in matters of this natuge, and they both provide assistance
to the Btream Pollution Centrol Beard in handling permits for landfills and
in regulating existing mmu areas.

_ In this ugsrd I am :aklng the lidberty of eonvcyi.ag your letter to them
for !urther reply.

Very truly yours,

William J. Steen, Head
Grouvad Water Section
Divieion of Water

ect Oral Hert
Brian 0pol
WI8/1eb




DIVIGXON OF WATER 605

Mr. Ansel Elvall
RR 6 Box 378
Blkhare, Indfana 46314

Dear Mr. Blwell:

RECEIVE
- MAY. 1 1974

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
April 30, 1974 SANITARY ENGINEERING mwsmu

Reference 18 made to your letter of April 18th to Mr. Wenning concerning
the water problem in your area. Your letter has been referred to me for

reply.

Plesse be advised that the State Board of Health {s the legally respon-
sidble agency in matters of this natuge, snd they both provide assgistence -
to the Stream Follution Control Boaxd in handling permite for lmdﬂtna and

in usulauns existing landfill areas.

In thi.l regexd 1 am taking thn 1tberty of convayi.ag ynur letter to them

for further reply.

¢c: Oral Hert
Brian epal
W38/1led

Very truly yours,

Williem J. Steen, Heed

Ground Water Section
Division of Water
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INDIANA STATE BOARD OF Hﬂlﬂl
SANITARY ENEINEERINB DMSIIIH

DIVISION OF WATER 605 | |
| April 30, 1974

T

‘Mrs. Gladys 8. Whitmer
R.R. 6 DPBox 380
Elkhart, Indiana 46516

_ Denr Nrs. Whitmer: _

Reference is made to your letter of April 18th to Mr. i!m’ut‘ug concerning
the water problem in your area. Your letter has been referred cd me for
reply.

" Plesse be sdvised that the State Bosrd of Health is the hsall.y respon-~

- sible ageney in mattere of this nature, and they both provide agsistance

te the Btresm Pollution Control Board in hendling pomtta for landfille and

. in regulating eal.ottng lendf£{11. areas.

In this ug-rd 1 em taking the ubeﬂ:y of eonvoytas your lettuwr to them
for further reply.

Very truly yéutl ,

Willism J. Bteen, Head
Ground ¥Vater Section
Pivision of Water

ce: Oral Hert
Briasn Opel -
Wi8/1ch
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- MAY 11974
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¥r. Revosn Mﬂ.t-
Rikhare, Indians 46314

Pear _my- M‘ltl

Baforence ts made to your letter of April 18th to Mr. Wenning soaterning
t_hu‘n'ur prodlen {n your « Your lettor has been referved to ws for
reply. | |

 Flesse be advised that the State Md of Nealth is the l@llz resp~
cnsible agemcy S matters of this nature, and they both provide aseistence
to the Strean RPellution Control Bosrd fa Mtna peraits for londfille and

is vegulating existing landf4ll avess.

In this regard I as taking the lidorty of amdyhg’ ym ietter to them
for further reply. : ' '

Vary truly yours,

Williem J. Steon, Head
Ground Water Hection
Division of Hater

cet Oral flsve
Brian Opel
WIB/1cd ‘
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ﬁfs. Patricia Rumfelt

R.R. 6, Box 377

28369 County Road 10, West
Elkhart,_IN- 46510

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt:

' Thank you for your reEent_letter céncerning contamipated weil
water and pollution which you state may be caused by the HIMCO stamp
‘site in Elkhart, indiana. | |

| Dr. William.T. Paynter, State Health Commissioner, advised me
that the staff of the Solid Waste Managemént Section will re-inspect
this site -in the near fufure to determine if this site has been properly
closed and covered iﬁ éccordancé with Reguiaﬁion.SPC-18.
Please note that the U. S. Geological Survey is .conducting a
coﬁprehensive gpoundwater study of the Elkhart area which will attempt
to identify-groundwater poliution aﬁd its possible sources.

" Please advise if we may be of further assistance..

Sincerely,

~ OTIS R. BOWEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR, STATE OF INDIANA

cc: Elkhart County Commissioners
Elkhart County Health Department
William T. Paynter, M.D.
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January 23, 1979

Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt

R.R. 6, Box 377

28369 County Road 10, West
Elkhart, IN 46510 '

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
December 20, 1978. ' '

Members of our staff will make a re-investigation of the HIMCO

" . dump ‘site to see if the site was properly closed and covered in accordance

with the negotiated Agreed Order, and will also investigate the conditions
mentioned in your letter. -

Please do not hesitate to call Mr. Dan Magoun or Mr. David
Brown of this office at 317/633-0176, if we can be of further assistance
to you in this matter. '

Very truly yours,

David D. Lamm, Acting Chief
Solid Waste Management Section
Division of Sanitary Engineering
AC 317/633-0176

DBrown/rm _
cc: Elkhart County Health Department
RM 1/23 T/1

§
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INDIANAPOLISq INDIANA 46204 ] _ E :: e M
©OTIS R. BOWEN, M. D. . : - ’ Y .
GOVERNOR ’ . M/ .
January 22, 1979
Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt

R.R. 6, Box 377
28369 County Road 10, West

Elkhart, Indiana 46510

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning contaminated well
water and- po]]ut1on which you state may be caused by the HIMCO
dump site in Elkhart, Ind1ana )

Dr. William T. Paynter, State Hea]th Commissioner, advised me
that the staff of the_So]id Waste Management Section will
reinspect this site in the near future to determine if this site
has been proper1y closed and covered in accordance with Regula-
tion SPC-18.

P1ease,note that the U.S. Geological Survey is conducting a
comprehensive groundwater study of the Elkhart area -which—will
attempt to identify groundwater pollution and its possible
sources. _ :

P]ease advise if we may be of further assistance.

Kindest personal regards,

"0tis R. Bowen, M.D.
Governqr

-ORB:mm

cc: Elkhart County Commissioners

Elkhart County Health Department
William T. Paynter, M.D. —




* January 11, 1979

TO: Hon. Otis R. Bowen; M.D.
' Governor, State of Indiana

FROM: William T. Paynter, M.D., Secretary
"~ Indiana State Board of Health .

SUBJECT: Response to Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt's Correspondence

Please find attached a recommended letter for your response to
Mrs. Rumfelt. Iﬁcluded also is a copy of the previous memorandum and
correspondence to Mrs. Rumfelt dated April 5, 1977. The U. S. Geological

Survey on the groundﬁater study of the Elkhart area has not been completed

as of this date.

Attachment

) /
A dn i2lra
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

OTIS R. BOWEN, M. D.
GOVERNOR

November 15, 1977

Hrs, Patricia Rumfelt
Rural Route 6, Box 377
283-69 County Road 10, West
Elkhart. Indiana 46510

Dear Hrs. Rumfelt:

Thank you for your reeent letter eoncoruing contaminatcd
well water. _

Dr. wlliiam T. Paynter. State Health Commissiener, advised

me that the staff of the Solid Waste Management Section
conducted a well water sampling program on October 28, 1977,
at the homes adjacent to the Himco Dump on County Road 10,

This samplin¥ in¢Tuded your restdence, as well as the Wiseman
resfdaence.  The sample results will be sent to all Yndividuals
as.800n as lahoratory analysas are eempieted.. L

Plaase note that the U.S. Geologtcal Survey 18 conducting a
comprehensive groundwater study of the Elkhart area which

will attempt to 1dent1fy grounduater po!lution and {ts possible o

sources. | |
‘Please advise 1f we may be of furtherapssfstnncb..'

: Ktndest-perlopil'regards.

-Otis R. Bowen, HM. B.
S Govarnor
ORB:1kd

ect Elkhart County Cammisaiener
' Elkhart County Health Bepartlent
William T. Paynter, H.D.,



April 5, 1977.

TO:  Hom. Otis R. Bowen, M. D,
Governor, State of Indiana

FROM:  William T. Paynter, M. D.
State Health Commissioner

SUBJECT: Response to Mrs. Patricia’ Rumsfelt 8 Letter
- _ of March 1 1977

The staff of the Solid Waste Management Section has expended.
considerable time and effort investigating the complaints and sampling
surface and groundwater in the area of the Himco Disposal site. We-
believe. that the best response we ‘can make i8 to cite a brief history of

the situation.

1. The open dump was initially identified on August 24, 1971.
General refuse and pharmaceutical wastes (aspirin, Bactine)
were deposited in a swampy ared northwest of the intersection
of County Road 10 and the Nappanee bypassr

2, Several inspections were conducted in 1971 through 1974 to
bring the site into compliance with current standards.

3. On April 18, 1974, a representative took water samples of .
“surface water as well as five of six residential wells adjacent
- to the landfill, The wells are said to be shallow driven
wells ranging from 62 feet to 22 feet in depth., No reference
was made of the sanitary construction of these wells prior to
sampling.

4.  On April 26, 1974, we received letters from Mrs. Rumsfelt and
" three other individuala concerning odorous, cloudy vater in
their private wells. This was confirmed to be true,

5. Before the water sample testing was completed, our office
recommended that Mr. Charles Himes, the owner and operator of
the disposal site, provide additional wells for the six affected

" residents. :

6. Water sample results from the April 18, 1974, sampling show
the shallow wells to be high in chemical oxygen demand and
manganese. Surface water was shown to be grossly contaminated.




10,

11,

.12.

13.

14.

On November 14, 1974, three additional wells were aaﬁpled-

“which were located within one-quarter mile from the site.

They were found to be high in manganese (.60 ppm) content.

Within a two-week period between May 2, 1974, and May 14,
1974, Mr, Himes had wells drilled for the six residents
adjacent to the landfill:

a. Warren Wiseman - R.R. #6, Box 379, C.R. #10
b.- Ansel H. Elwell - R.R. #6, Box 378, C.R. #10.
c. Robert B. Whitmer - R.R. #6, Box 380, C.R. #10
d. Herman Rumsfelt - R.R. #6, Box 377, C.R. #10
e. Noble L. Bowers - R.R. #6, Box 382, C.R, #10

'f. ~ James K. Kolanoski - R.R, #6, Box 381, C.R., #10

These wells were all 152 feet deep or better through a clay
barrier which should isolate the n w aquifer. Two of these
wells equalled or slightly exceeded the recommended public

health service drinking water standard for iron (0 3 ppm and

0.7 pvm)

Due to the poor geological characteristics, on July 2, 1974,

our office requested that the site cease operation by December 31,
1974, This was later extended to March 1, 1975, at which time
only inert materials and -cal€ium sulfate would be deposited.

.On February 18, 1975,.3 consent agreement was signed by Mr, Charles

limes, and adopted by the Stream Pollution Control Board. By
September 25, 1975, a new landfill was to haveée been establishea

and the old one closed.

Water samples of the deep wells were apain taken on: May 16,
1975, and all six samples were satisfactory.

Qur Hearing Commissioner advised us that-the Consent Order
could be verbally extended until December 1, 1975, Mr. llimes
was notified of this decision. The operation was allowed to
continue until September 27, 1976, pending zoning appeal and
new site preparations. - :

On October 25, 1976, we received a copy of private well water

gsample regults from the six shallow wells of the above individuals,
Only Warren Wiseman's new deep well was sampled. The results
were satisfactory as in the previous testing.

An inspection on Séptember 17, 1976, revealed that refuse 1s

‘no longer deposited at this site. TFinal cover (two feet),

grading, and seeding, had not been completed.




Summary:

We agree with Mrs. Rumsfelt in that the shallow well water is

"objectionable to drink. This opinion is based primarily upon the off

color and the odor of the well water.  Chemical samples indicate a high

COD and manganese content. As a result, Himco, Inc., provided deep

wells for these individuals which now supply safe water to their homes.
A sample of one deep well was supplied to us on October 21, 1976, which

4nd{icates that the water is etill satisfactory. The Rumsfelts, the

Wisemans, the Kolanoskis are now suing Himco, Inc., and several othe:
individuals to recover previous damages. Their requests for water

‘samples may be for use as court evidence in proving their allegationo of

leachate contamination.

The City of Elkhart has requested that the U.S. Geological
Survey conduct an extensive ground water sampling program at two locations
within the county., They are concerned whether the Himco Disposal and an
industrial disposal site in the eastern area of the county are causing
groundwater contamination and, if so, how will they affect the municipal

- well, The U.S. Geological Survey is scheduled to undertake ‘this. project
-in the spring. _

Attachment
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Elbhart dounty' Health Unit

315 SO. SECOND STREET

COUNTY BLDG. ANNEX — FRANKLIN ST. ENTRANCE ’
ELKHART, INDIANA 46514 DEC lz 2 L5 PH ”
PHONE 294-1688 SENTTARY EHGINEERING
GIVISIOH
STATE BOARD GF HEALTH

Decembér 9, 1977-

Mr. George Oliver

Division of Solid Waste, Room A-302

Indiana State Board of Health
1330 West Michigan Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46205

Re: Himco Landfill
C.R. #26
Elkhart, Indiana
Dear Mr. Oliver:

Several neighbors in the area of the Himco 1andfi]1-have complaints about the

~operation of this landfill. I have spoken with two concerned persons about

their complaints:

Mr. William E. Truex - 60173 C.R. 7 South - Ph: 522-5413

Mr. David J. Brenneman - 60093 C.R. 7 South - - Ph: 293-8185
Specifically, the complaints are as follows: -

1. There are.two retention ponds located in the landfill. The

pond which is located in the northwest section is tiled into

- a creek running along the east side of the Tandfill. The
second pond is located in the southern section. It has an
overflow pipe which is approximately ten (10) feet long. .
The discharge from this pipe then flows downhill through

~ the woods and may be reaching Folsom Creek, located approxi-

- mately 600-700 feet downhill. Folsom Creek flows southeast
approximately one (1) mile and reaches Yellow Creek. Yellow
‘Creek reaches the Elkhart River. You should be concerned
about this sequence of events, Mr. Oliver.

. 2. There have been periods of time off and on since the landfill
. opened that daily cover has not been applied. Sometimes,
according to the local residents, gypsum is used as the daily
cover. - : : :

GOSHEN' OFFICE ® 406 E. MADISON STREET



" 'Mr. George Oliver ' -2- : December 9,

The Tocal residents question the requirements on depth of the
compaction cells.

What are the fencing requirements at the landfill? No fencing
was evident on December 7, 1977. :

The residents are concerned about what is being dumped there.
They know that Himco handles waste from Miles Laboratories
and Elkhart General Hospital. They are concerned that
hazardous wastes are possibly being dumped at the landfill.

They are also aware of the well problems encountered near the
C.R. #10 Himco landfill. Although they are not aware of any
problems with their own wells’ yet, they are concerned that
perhaps the future holds such a catastrophy for them. Many
are dairy farmers who require many ga]]ons of water for their
operation.

Mr. Oliver, I trust that you will take the appropriate actions in order to

investigate this complaint. These residents are sincerely troubled-by what
they have seen going on at the Tandfill. Mr. Truex and Mr. Brenneman are
willing and eager to be of any possible assistance to you. Of course, they
wish to remain anonymous so that Himco will not learn the identity of the

specific persons with complaints.

men as to what your next steps w111 be.

We both realize that the Indiana State Board of Health is the responsible
agency in the area of landfill operation; the county health department is

not.

1 feel that the residents have a right to comp1a1n to you as well as

a right to be kept informed through you.

1977

Please inform the above mentioned gentle-

If you have any quest1ons, p]ease contact me at te]ephone 294-1688, extens1on

296.

Sincerely,

Laurie L. Tweddale
Environmentalist

LLT:mkt

ccC:

. William E. Truex
Mr. David J. Brenneman
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Address Reply to.
Indiaria‘State Board of Health

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER : - 1330 West Michigan Street
_ _ _ T : _P.O. Box'1964
January 19, 1979 . ) o _ Indianapolis, IN 46206

Mr. Dave Pearson o _ :
WBT, Inc. . _ : : oo -

Celina, OH 45822
Dear Mr. Pearson:

Re: Add1t10n to Monltorlng Parameters

, The Stream Pollutlon Control Board recently grarited approval to
WBT to accept a large volume of lead-bearing waste at the Metropolitan
Sanitary Landfill pending approval from .the local health department. If
local approval has been granted or is imminent, you are hereby notified that
total lead is to be added to the list of chemical monltorlng parameters
provided in my letter to Luke Voskuhl . dated November 20, 1978. All
Parameters are to be monitored quarterly according to the spec1f1cat10ns

outllned in that correspondence.

' State Form 881

If you have any questions regardlng this addition to the monitoring
parameter list, please feel free to contact Mr. Jim K1ng of this office at

AC 317/633 -0176.

Very truly yours,

e David D. Lamm, Acting Chief
' Solid Waste Management Section
Division of Sanitary Engineering.
AC: 317/633 -0176

JMKing/lgf o
cc: Delaware County Health Department
Dr. David Howard:
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Address Bephy to:
Padiiny Sin s Bosrd of H
1320 %est Michig
Indianapolis, i«

.September'ZS; 1976

AN EOUAL OPPORTUNINY EMPLOYER

-Mr., Gerald-Goss
27991 -C,R. 10-W, Route 6.
‘Elkhart, Indiana 46514 .

- Dear Mr. Goss:

'Re: - Correspondence of ‘September 16, 1976
01d-Himco Dump, Elkhart; Elkhart'County,

This is in referenueto your letter of September 16, 1976, concerning_
the Himco Waste Away Dump on C.R, 10,

This site is now underg01ng final clobure pxoceedlngs.' Soon this

area will be give a final cover of two fect of soil, graded and .seeded

to prevent ‘erosion, Refuse is no longer deposited at thls site..

We recommed that you contact the Elkhart County" Health Department to
have them take water samples from your - Well to determine its. ‘quality for
the health and welfare of yourself and your family,

Please note that there are currently legal proceedlngs against- the
Himco Waste Away, Inc. If it is your intent to initiate a similar action
you: should -contact your attorney for the. correct procedures to document
your case. SR

Very  truly yours,"

David D: Lamm, Actlng Chief _
Solid Waste Management Section -
Division of Sanitary Engineering

'

GO/SJk -

cc: Elkhart County Health Department
Elkhart County Comm1551oner<
Water Supply Section

-\
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March 11, 1977

Garold L. Goss
27991 CR-10W, Rt#6
Elkhart, IN - 46514

Mr. Brian Opel
Division of Water 605
1130 W Michigan Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Mr. Opel:

Re: Correspondence of Septémber 28, 1976,
Water Condition from HIMCO Dump :

In your letter of September 28, 1976, concerning the condition
of our water and drainage, you recommended I contact the

- Elkhart County Health Department for samples from my well to

determine its quality.

As a taxpayer of Elkhart County, I am surprised at the manner
in which my problem has been handled. From the water quality
analysis they recommended I contact the Indiana State Board
of Health, Solid Waste Section. I feel this could be an end-
less procedure of referrals. I contacted you first.

I am not in a position to take legal action against HIMCO
Waste Away. I feel it is the duty of Elkhart County or the
State of Indiana to take care of this condition, which is get-
ting progressively worse. Our waste water is running out on
top of the ground because of the poor drainage condition. Our
well water is contaminated as the analysis shows. The alkali
content is high because of the dump. It is unfit to drink,
take a bath in, or even wash clothes.

The dump has not been covered, graded, or seeded. Even this
would not take care of our problem. I invite anyone concerned
to come and see our problem. If legal action is the only
recourse, an attorney will be contacted for correct procedures
to-document our case.

Sincerely,.
Garold L. Goss
cc: HIMCO Waste Away Service
 Miles Laboratories

David D. Lamm, Acting Chief
Solid Waste Section
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January 26, 1977

Mr. Mike Terlep

Elkhart Water Works

130 Bouth Main Street

: Elkhart, Indiana 46514 -

Dear Mr, Terlep.

Re: Water Sample Results Request
Himco Dump, Elkhart County

Please find enclosed the well water sample results from the Himco
Dump area which you requested on January 17, 1977,

- New wells were drilled for the fbllowﬁng individuals on May 9, 1974,
and they were to a depth of approximately 150 fbet.

1.

2,

3.

4..

Kolawoski residence
Bowers residence

Hermgn Rumsfelt residence
Whitmer residence

Elwell residence

Tﬁey previously utilized rather shallow wells to sﬁpply their water.

* 1f you have any further.quastions you may eoﬁtact this office.

G0/sik |

Very truly yours,

David D, Lamm, Acting Chief
Solid Waste Management Section
Division of Sanitary Engineering

Enclosures :
cc: Elkhart County Health Department -
Elkhart County Commissioners
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April 4, 1977

Mr. Gerald Goss

27991 County Road 10 West
Route 6

Elkhart, Indiana - 46514

Dear Mr. Goss:

Re: Correspondence of March 11, 1977
Well Water Contamination:
Elkhart, Elkhart County

Thenk you for your inquiry of Match 11, 1977 concerning the
wvell water problems which you were experiencing.

- In response to your requeet, we are planning a well water
sampling program along with a sanitary well survey in the very near
future. You will be contacted in advance of when this sampling is to
occur. ' If you have any further questions, contact Mr. George Oliver or
myself at AC 317/633-6400,

Very truly yours;

David D, Lamm, Acting Chief
Solid Waste Management Section
Division of Sanitary Engineering
AC 317/633-6400

GO/kmd

cec: Elkhart County Health Department
Ekhart County Commissioners
Mr. Neil Ott '

33\



TRUTH

THE COMMUNICANA GROUP

PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC . P. . O. BOX 487. ° ELKHART,

RECEIVEL

I way 71876
INDIARA STATE Boai c¢ wml
e

May 6» 1976

Daver

Herets the Ietter You wanted 5 copy of.
Let me reinterate_that I/d appreciate being informed
of the developments in the situation and a copy of
the information vou send out. Additionally, I/d

appreciate being informed of decisions concerning
o
the new Himes land fill.

Thanks for the cooperation.  Now all I.have

to do is sort the whole thing out.

hond Raney

® THE ELKHART TRUTH ®* WTRC AM/FM ® WSJV Ty e

INDIANA 46514
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- STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

INDIANAPOLIS

OFFICE MEMORANDUM PATE:  October 19, 1976

FROM:

R anaN

)

gag

George Oliverﬁ o : TO:  File

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with
Mr. Richard Herron

On October 18, 1976, I spoke with Mr. Richard Herron, the attorney
for Mrs. Patricia Rumsfelt in Elkhart. Mr. Herron requested that our
office test three additional wells that have not previously been tested. |
He wishes for these three samples to be extensive tests. I believe they
may be used in a pending court suit against Himco Waste Away and Miles
Labs. ' '

Mr. Herron asked if I thought that the landfill contaminated the wells
and I said, "It is likely that it could have happened." Afterwards, he
said that I probably will be subpoened for court. Mr. Herron is waiting
for a reply as to whether we will run the well water samples and what
tests will be performed. '

Mr. Richard Herron may be reached at AC 219/294-1516, Elkhart eﬁchange.

GO/sjk
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!- : S . Rovember 20, 1972

charles Hines, Jr.
g waste-a-Wsy
.;u,dwood

vart, Indiena 46514

f

—

. f“ Mr. Hims:
o _ Re: OQur Meeting on October 30, 1972 .
; During the course of our meeting on October 30, 1972, ‘concerning the
f‘.ul disposition of the _Leachate from your landfill operation, the following

lmu were agreed upon:

a. The company (Miles Laboratories) will proceed with’ a.rrangments
to collect the leachate, and utilize either spray irrigation or
ridge and furrow 1rrigation for . disposal of the liquid. :

b. _The company will obtain soil borings around the problem ares
"~ to obtain’ subsoil characteristics. :

¢, The company will pla.ce well points to the south of the landfill
site to the first ground vater table for the purpose of determining _
characteristics -of that groumi water. ' :

Please keep. this offi.ce mformed as to any progress made concerning the
ebove items. _ _ _

Veify, tnﬂj’_ymm )

Samuel L. Moore, Director. S Cot
Divinon of Water Pollution Control - O

DWBhultz/er ) : - SR R L
cct Elkhart County Hea.lth Depa.rtmnt - ' :
Elner H&rtgerink _
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August 28, 1972

Mr. Charles Himes, Jr.
P. 0. Box TT4
Elkhart, Indiana 46504

Dear Mr. Himes:

Re: Disposal Operations
C. R. 10 and Fort Wayne Road
Elkhert, Elkhart County

On August 15, 1972, Mr: David D. Lemm, a representative of this office and
Mr. Lawrence Hawkins of the Elkhart County Health Department mde an inspection
of the abwe-referenced operation.

During the course of inspection several def:lcieneies were noted.
1. Areas of the £ill had no corvqr, or cover was of an insufricient. depth.

2. Refuse was teing dumped into standing water. Undezf no cir'mmstance.'-
should refuse be deposited in standing water. '

3. Materials from Miles Laboratorles were deposited without cover.
: It 18 our understanding that this material consists of calo&mn
. sulfate and myceli.n ' -

S0

k. Cover material was high in granular soile.

The operations at this slte are unsatiafactory. They are not in conformance:
with the "Minimum Requirements for the Selection and Operstion of a Sanitary
Landfill,"” copy enclosed. Refuse must be compacted and covered daily with a -
minimum of six inches of compacted soil. Refuse must not be dumped into
standing water or brought into contast with the ground water table. Oalcium
sulfate and mycelin from Miles Laboratoxw must be covered daily with a '
minimum of s:lx inches of soil.

The limitations of this site render it unsuitable for solid waste disposal,
‘We urge that operations at this site be phased out. We recommend utilizing
the Elkhart County landfill located on C. R. 7, 1 1/2 miles south of C. R. 20
or that a more suitable site be located and properly eagineered plana and
apecifieut:lms be sutmitted to this office for apprml



If there are any questions please feel free té contact this office.

Very truly yours,

Roland P. Dove, Chief

General Sanitation Section
Division of Sanitary Engineering
AC 317/633-4393

DDL/mkt

ces Miles lLaboratory

: Elkhart County Health Department
Blkhart County Commissioners
Mr. Rebert Hultema -
Industrial Waste Bection





